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To analyze a particular topic, subject or problem always means to break it into parts. 
You show how the piece of writing works.
You identify its components and you explain their relation to each other.
 You look for the main point the writer is trying to make. 

· Catching the writer’s tone
Tone is part of what you experience while reading; it affects the way you feel about the written work. To analyze it, you may ask the following questions:
· What is the writer’s attitude toward the subject?
· Can the writing be taken for serious or is it ironic?

· Finding the writer’s main point
The first place to look for it is the headline and the first sentence of the work. Sometimes no one single sentence states the writer’s main point. 
· Testing the understanding of this point by summarizing and paraphrasing the writer’s words.
The summary of an essay should begin by stating the main point of the essay as a whole, and then proceed to the chief supporting points. A good summary preserves the relative importance of each point mentioned. Paraphrasing is restating a short passage in your own words. When paraphrasing, be sure to acknowledge your source.
· Judging the supporting points.
To analyze an essay, you must be able to judge the relevance of each supporting point. Try to answer these questions:
· Are the supporting points facts or opinions? 
· Are there enough supporting points; are they relevant to the main point? 
· Has the writer considered opposing points of view? 
