To Kill a Mockingbird  - themes and fundamental and universal ideas 


The Coexistence of Good and Evil = the most important theme 

the transition from innocence to experience 
experience of Scout and Jem’s: from childhood innocence (all people are good) to a more adult perspective (confrontation with evil)

hatred, prejudice, and ignorance pose to the innocent: 
· Tom Robinson and Boo Radley are not prepared for the evil, they are destroyed 
· Jem discovers the evil of racism during and after the trial
            his faith in justice and in humanity is badly damaged
· Scout is able to maintain her basic faith in human nature despite Tom’s conviction
· Scout at last sees Boo Radley as a human being. 

The moral voice: Atticus Finch
has experienced and understood evil without losing his faith in the human capacity for goodness
understands that most people have both good and bad qualities
tries to teach this ultimate moral lesson to Jem and Scout 
has no prejudices: p. 151 about Calpunia to Aunty ”she´s never indulged them the way most coloured nurses do.” 

 

The Importance of Moral Education

· the relationship between Atticus and his children: to create a social conscience in Jem and Scout
· school as a direct counterpoint to Atticus’s education 
· Scout is confronted with teachers who are either unsympathetic to children’s needs or morally hypocritical
           Miss Caroline’s educational techniques are ineffective and dangerous.

Conclusion: the most important lessons are those of sympathy and understanding
Atticus’s ability to put himself in his children’s shoes makes him an excellent teacher. 


The Existence of Social Inequality

social hierarchy of Maycomb with rigid social divisions:
· the relatively well-off Finches stand near the top 
· country farmers like the Cunninghams lie below the townspeople
· the white trash Ewells rest below the Cunninghams
· the black community stand below even the Ewells
example: Scout cannot understand why Aunt Alexandra refuses to let her consort with young Walter Cunningham. 
p. 21 ff “if Walter had owned any shoes he would have worn them …” 
p. 181 “Four Negroes rose and gave us their front-row seats.”
p. 225 “ What did she do? She tempted a Negro. “She was white, and she tempted a Negro. She did something that in  our society is unspeakable: she kisses a black man.”
Prejudice

main topics: prejudice and racism 
racial conflict causes the two dramatic deaths 

racism: 
Atticus risks his reputation, his position in the community, and ultimately the safety of his children because he is not racist.
Bob Ewell falsely accuses a black man of rape and attempts to murder a child because he is racist.
p. 266 “Tom was a dead man the minute Mayella Ewell opened her mouth and screamed.” 
prejudice: 
Scout and Jem learn how their family’s resistance to racial prejudice has positioned them against the community.

Law
trial of Tom Robinson 

the judge: procedurally he carries out the trial properly

the jury:  does not interpret the evidence according to the law
      full of prejudices 

the defense lawyer Atticus: understands that the legal system is flawed
                                                firmly believes in the legal process
                                                opinion: Scout should have to obey the law 
                                                people who have much more difficult lives can break 
                                                the law in small ways 
p. 227 “I´m no idealist to believe firmly in the integrity of our courts and in the jury system ff.”
p. 242 “in the absence of eye-witnesses there´s always a doubt.”
p. 243 “In our courts, when it´s a white man´s word against a black man´s, the white man always wins.”
p. 266 “ Atticus had used every tool available to free men to save Tom Robinson, but in secret courts of men´s heart Atticus had no case … ff” 
“As you grow older , you´ll see white men cheat black men every day of your life…” p. 243 ff

Tom Robinson’s guilty verdict: limitations of the law
questions fairness  



Lying

two lies: 
1. Mayella Ewell says that Tom Robinson raped her
2. Heck Tate says that Bob Ewell accidentally stabbed himself

1.1. Ewells lie destroys an innocent man in a precarious social position because of his race. 

p. 207 “That nigger, yonder took advantage of me, and íf you fine fancy gentleman don´t wanta do nothin´about it ….”

2.1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Hecks lie prevents the destruction of an innocent man who occupies a precarious social position because of his extreme reclusiveness. 

p. 301 “Mr Finch, Mr Tate said stolidly, “Bob Ewell fell on his knife. He killed himself.”

A lie 
· can be used to harm or to protect 
· the most vulnerable members of society can be the most deeply affected by prejudices
· social status determines who is allowed to tell a lie 

During the trial:
· Prosecutor Horace Gilmer askes Tom if he is accusing Mayella Ewell of lying. 
· Tom can´t accuse her because the lies of a white woman carry more weight than the truth told by a black man. 
· Atticus, white, male, and of a higher class status, can accuse her of lying.
· He suggests that it was Mayella’s father who beat her.


