Webquest: Dystopian Literature (1984)
Group 1
Use Google to look for information.  Your goal is to find different sources, to compare and to pick up the right answers.  Write them down and, at the end of your research, briefly summarise what you have found. 

Topic I: About the Author

In order to fully appreciate 1984, and its themes, it is important to know a little about the author, George Orwell, who led an incredibly interesting life that led to his inspiration for his various novels.

1. What was George Orwell’s real name and where was he born and raised?  When did he die?
2. Orwell’s different experiences in Spain and Burma forever affected his political views. How does he feel about Communism
and Imperialism?  Socialism?
3. One of his most widely read titles is Animal Farm.  On what do many speculate he based this book?
4. After the success of Animal Farm, he published 1984, which most consider to be his best novel.  When was it published? What true political parties inspired this novel?  Against what political state does Orwell warn against in 1984?

Webquest: Dystopian Literature (1984)
Group 2
Use Google and the link bellow to look for information.  Your goal is to find different sources, to compare and to pick up the right answers.  Write them down and, at the end of your research, briefly summarise what you have found. 

Topic II: Totalitarianism

Government control is arguably the most important theme in 1984 and is so intense that readers might have trouble finding the plot believable.  However, you should know that Orwell based the government in his novel on truth, so it’s important to have some historical background.
5. What is totalitarianism?
6. Who coined this term? When?7. What are at least three examples of of totalitarian governments in the first half of the 20th century (1900-1950)?
8. How did Stalin transform the Russian economy as part of his five year plan?
9. What are at least three of the ways Russian's totalitarian state controlled people and the media?
10. What was Mussolini's totalitarian government party called?
11. What are at least three of the ways Mussolini's party controlled people and the media?
12. What was Mussolini's well-known slogan?
13. When did Stalin's purges occur and why?
14. What percent of the communist party membership was purged?
15. Why did his purges of the military backfire with Finland and the Germans?
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/600435/totalitarianism
http://www.fresno.k12.ca.us/divdept/sscience/history/totalitarianism.htm 
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Group 3
Use Google and the link bellow to look for information.  Your goal is to find different sources, to compare and to pick up the right answers.  Write them down and, at the end of your research, briefly summarise what you have found. 

Topic III: Infringement Upon Privacy 

From the very first chapter of 1984, readers should be startled by the systematic infringement upon characters’ privacy, even in their homes and in their thoughts.  However, all Americans should be aware of certain privacy issues affecting our Constitutional rights. Benjamin Franklin once said, “Those who give up their liberty for more security neither deserve liberty nor security.”  What do you think? 

16. When and why was the Patriot Act passed in the USA?
17. What are some of the ways in which the Patriot Act contradicts and supersedes the Constitution?  In particular, which amendments does this report say the Patriot Act violates?
18. What do supporters of the act say are its benefits?  Why are critics so outraged?

http://people.howstuffworks.com/patriot-act.htm 

http://video.foxbusiness.com/v/4539032/the-plain-truth-about-the-patriot-act/?#sp=show-clips 
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Group 4
Use Google and the link bellow to look for information. Write your answers down and, at the end of your research, briefly summarise what you have found. 

Topic IV: Propaganda 

In 1984, you will quickly see that propaganda plays a large role.  As you read, you might ask yourself, “How is it possible that people in this society buy into these ridiculous concepts?”  However, George Orwell based many of the themes in his novels on true events in history, and propaganda is no exception.

19. What is propaganda?  

20. Describe how much the Nazi seats in the German parliament changed from 1928 through 1932.

21. How were the Nazi’s able to gain popularity so quickly?  How did the Nazis implement marketing to different groups?

22. After 1933-1934, the Nazis implemented the Ministry of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda as part of their governmental cabinet.  What was the goal of this ministry?  What did they control?

23. How did the Ministry aim the Nazi propaganda at Jews?  For what were they blamed? 

24. Why did Hitler believe so strongly in the spoken word over the written word?

25. According to the expert in the video, why is this concept important today to American society?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Af44Slin7lg 
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Group 5
Use Google to look for information.  Your goal is to find different sources, to compare and to pick up the right answers.  

Topic V: Exploring 1984's Themes in America Today
You need to gather information about the themes below in terms of how that concept is present in modern American society today.  

· individuality

· advertising/propaganda

· control of language as a means to control

· privacy 

· laws as control

· totalitarian government control

Write a 7-10 sentence paragraph summarizing your findings about how the themes are present in today's society. 

Webquest: Dystopian Literature (Fahrenheit 451)
Group 6
Use Google and the link bellow to look for information. Write your answers down and, at the end of your research, briefly summarise what you have found. 

Topic I: Historical Censorship
1. Who were Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley: 

2. Why were they burned at the stake? 

3. Why was Latimer confident that they were doing the right thing? 

4. Why would it be important to remind people of this history?

http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/Latimer_Ridley_Cranmer.htm

http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/269.html 
5. In what way might these images have inspired Bradbury to write Fahrenheit 451? 
http://i.ytimg.com/vi/yHzM1gXaiVo/maxresdefault.jpg 

http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/bookburn.htm
Webquest: Dystopian Literature (Fahrenheit 451)
Group 7
Use Google and the link bellow to look for information. Write your answers down and, at the end of your research, briefly summarise what you have found. 

Topic II: McCarthyism and Blacklisting in Hollywood 
→ the story of Blacklisting in Hollywood in the late 1940’s and early 1950’s. 

6. Why did it happen?

7. Was it right or wrong? 

8. Could it happen again? 

9. How might it have inspired Bradbury to write Fahrenheit 451?

http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/blacklist.html
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Group 8
Use Google and the link bellow to look for information. Write your answers down and, at the end of your research, briefly summarise what you have found. 

Topic III:  Censorship Issues today
10. Who is in favour of these limitations on freedom of speech? 

11. Why are they in favour of them? 

12. Who is opposed? 

13. Why are they opposed? 

14. Which side do you agree with? Why?

http://transition.fcc.gov/vchip/ 

http://people.howstuffworks.com/book-banning.htm 

http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/Speech/libraries/topic.aspx?topic=banned_books 

http://www.ala.org/bbooks/about 

http://www.ala.org/bbooks/top-100-bannedchallenged-books-2000-2009 
